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RSD Synonyms 

Synonym Author 

 Erythromelalgia Mitchell (1864) 

Causalgia Mitchell (1867) 

Sudeck's Atrophy Sudek (1900) 

Traumatic Angiospasm Morton and Scott (1931) 

Traumatic Vasospasm Lehman (1934) 

RSD Evans (1947) 

Mimocausalgia Patman (1973) 

Minor Causalgia Homans (1940) 

Shoulder-Hand Syndrome   

Chronic Traumatic Edema   

Sympathalgia 

(usually referred to postsympathetomy pain) 
Tracey(1957); Raskin (1974) 

Posttraumatic Pain Syndrome   

Hyperpathic Pain   

SMP (sympathetic mediated pain) Lofstrom, et al (1988) 

TMJ disease is commonly a manifestation of RSD, and infrequently due to temporomandibular joint 
pathology. TMJ can cause RSD, and vice versa. Thoracic outlet syndrome (TOS) is rarely an entity in 
itself. More commonly what is called TOS is a manifestation of referred pain from cervical spine 
pathology. The same pathology causes pain as well as spasm in muscles of thoracic outlet triangle. 
The muscle spasm produces a classic TOS. TOS surgery obviously will not correct the cervical spine 
pathology. 

In rare cases the thoracic outlet spasm of muscles (especially scalenus anticus) is solely due to 
efferent manifestation of RSD (see Chapter 5). 

 


